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THE REASON FOR THIS IS EASILY 
jJV UNDERSTOOD. THE INDIANS WERE 
ALWAYS DEPENDENT ON WILD 
ANIMALS FOR MUCH OF THEIR FOOD 
SUPPLY AND SO, GOT NATURAL 
TRAINING IN STALKING AS THEY 
HUNTED. SOME PLAINS INDIANS, 
HOWEVER, CARRIED THIS SO FAR 
THAT THEY ACTUALLY SET UP 
LITTLE SITUATIONS TO TEST A 
YOUNG MAN'S STALKING ABILITY. 
ONE TEST WAS TO CATCH A PRAIRIE OOG, USING NO WEAPON OR 
TRAP, BUT MERELY ONE'S HANDS. THESE LITTLE ANIMALS HAVE NO METHOD OF DEFENSE 
OTHER THAN DIVING INTO THEIR HOLES TO AVOID THEIR NATURAL ENEMIES. THEY ARE 
VERY KEEN OF SIGHT AND VERY CAUTIOUS. IT IS NO WONDER THAT WARRIORS, TRAINED 
BY THIS METHOD, COULD STEAL WITHIN BOW RANGE OF A WAGON TRAIN OR A PARTY OF 
SOLDIERS WITHOUT BEING SEEN. . 





/ AHA! MOW PANCHO WILL \ 
1 GIVE THOSE BUSHGULCHERS I 
V^ FOR WKATf _y 




Q^T) 




A LITTLE LATER 



•— AND THAT IS 
STORY; THE HOM8RES 
WHO TRIED TOORY- 
GULCHUS MUST HAVE 
BEEN THE ONES WHO 
SET THE FIRE' 




etJT HE'D LEFT A 
MESSAGE SCRAWLED 
IN THE SAND! ONLY WE 
COULDN'T FIGURE IT OUT 



IT DIDN'T SAY ANYTHING' LOOKED 
LIKE AIMLESS SCRATCH1N' TO 
ME: BUT BESS INSISTED IT H 

IMPORTANT SO I MADE A 

TRACIN'OF IT' 






THEN I WILL RAISE MY 
OFFER TO TWELVE 
THOUSAND! 1 HAVE 
GOOD REASON TO 
BELIEVE THE LANGS 
WILL ACCEPT IT 



UH — IN THAT CASE. 
I SHALL HAVE TO 
CONSULT MY — UH. 

MEAN THE OTHER 
BUYER MUST IE GIVEN 
THE CHANCE TO MEET 




NOT SOFAST.5ENORS' 
I HAVE MANYOUESTIONS 
FC» VOUTO ANSWER 




DROP THE ACT.GIBBONSf CISCO 
NABBED LEX AM'CHUCK' THEY SPILLED ) 
EVERYTHING' HOW YOU Kl LLED DAD 
AFTER HE CONFIDED IN YOU ABOUT 

FINDIN'THE OLL HOW YOU FORGED 

THAT AGREEMENT— AW TRIED TO 
BANKRUPT US SO WE'D HAVE TO 

SELL TO YOU? 




MtWWHILC, 5QMC MILE'S AWAY IN THE PANflMINTS 



A GOLD MINE' AFTER MY 
HUSBAND ABNER.D1E0. 1 FOUND THE } 
DEED IN HIS PAPERS! AND WITH II 
A LOT OF CANCELLED CHECKS MA 
OUT TO ONE MIKE CARSON OF 
SHOO- FLY* 




WHY, MISTER BUNKER 
1 MAD NO IDEA' MAYBE 
WILL BE KIND ENOUGl 

ADVISE ME SHOW 




Twenty minutes later 




TOO BAD MIKE 01 DN'T HOLD 
OUT AWHILE LONGER' RECKON 
THAT EASTERNER WHO WAS 

GRUBSTAKIN' HIM GOT TIRED 
O'OISHIN'euTTHE OINERO 




WHEN CISCO REACHES THE LAST. MOST 
RECENTLY DATED CHECK . . r~ 



HA! THIS PROVES A SWINDLE! THE 
SIGNATURE ON THIS CHECK AND THE 
ONE ON THE RECORDED DEED ARE 

IDENTICAL EVEN TO THE 

CURLICUES ON THE "J' " 



SMCIS---WAITI WHAT \I IW1LLEXPLAIN 
THE SAM HILL BLAZES ^\ TO YOU AND 
ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT? J SENORA 
JOHNSON AT 
THE SAME TIME? 
COME! 




LLGO OVER IT AGAIN 
LATER! RIGHT NOW, WE MUST I 
CET TO THE MINE BEFORE 
THE SENORA.DOES! 

FE ISSTILL IN DANGER' 





GOOD AFTERNOON. FOLKS') I YOUARE 
I'M VINC6 GRAY, OWNER Oj/ f NOT! AND I 
THE BLUE LADY< J~j<^ ORDER YOU TO 
VACATE THESE 
I PREMISES AT ONCE 1 





